
Marching Band by Madeline Dejoy 

 Five years ago, I wrote an article entitled 
“Accepted,” where I shared my feelings of 
joining the Jamestown High School Marching 
Band as an eighth grader. Five years later, as a 
senior, squad 
leader, and soloist, 
I’d like to share my 
reflections about 
this revered 
organization.  

 First, I must 
acknowledge the 
incredible staff 
that has brought 
this organization to 

greatness. As the proverb 
notes, “it takes a village.” 
It “takes a village” to 
create such an inclusive, 
fun environment, an 
environment that would 

not be possible 
without our 
director, Mrs. 
Meghan 
Murray. Mrs. 
Murray is 
everything a 
band member 
would want in 
a director–
talented, kind, 
funny, firm–
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and always there to help and support us in both 
band life and everyday life. The same can be 
said for all of our directors: Marc Lentsch, Gary 
Kindberg, Kathy Brunco, Rachel Selice, Rob 
Meger, Ron Miller, Bob Mongillo, Emma Sage, 
Kaitlyn Marsh, Chelsea Edsall, Emily Whitney, 
Breanna Kuhaneck, Carrie Pawalski. I saved 
mentioning for last the director who has 
influenced me the most: Mrs. Gina Wakefield. 
For the past eight years, Mrs. Wakefield has 
helped me become the French Horn and 
Mellophone player 
and person who I 
am today. Without 
her, and the other 
staff members, I 
wouldn’t have 
developed the 
dedication, the sense 
of responsibility, the 
self-confidence, and 
the work ethic that I 
need in the music 
world and in 
everyday life. 

Another 
group of people that 
has affected my 
everyday life is 
student leadership. 
The student 
leadership group 
consists of students in 
the band who mentor 
the incoming members and help the staff as 
needed. I have been the Mellophone Squad 
Leader for two years and the High Brass squad 
leader for one year. I would not trade those 
positions for anything in the world. My fellow 
members of leadership–Juliana Yanik, Owen 
Slojkowski, Meghan Mistretta, Greta Nordwall, 
Liam Conroe, McKenna Schneider, Matthew 

Ramirez, Evan Corey, Annie Conroe, Elsa 
Lumia, Alex Genco, Mikeal Halpainy-Livermore, 
Kenzie Carpenter, and Jordyn Christensen–are 
easily some of the best people I know–talented, 
supportive, and genuine. Because of this 
organization, I have found my forever friends, 
and I couldn’t be more grateful. I would like to 
give a special shout out to the high brass 
section and my fellow mellophone players. 
These musicians have been my family this year, 
and I wouldn’t trade my time with them for  

anything. 

The Jamestown 
High School Marching 
Band has facilitated 
more than a 
meaningful high 
school experience; the 
marching band has 
given me a sense of 
identity, memories to 
last a lifetime, and 
even a future career 
path. These five years 
have made me realize 
that my future 
aspirations are 
grounded in music– 
music education and 

performance. I will 
continue to sing 
and perform my 
French horn, 

piano, violin, and 
pipe organ at every opportunity. And one day, I 
will be a music teacher who will influence other 
students, just as my teachers have done for 
me. 

I have studied music since I was four 
years old, and I have learned from the best: Bill 
Knight, Dr. Marc Guy, Ron McEntire, Andrew 

Back row left to right: Jan Rivera, Jordyn Christensen, Evan Corey, Matthew 
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Schmidt, Gail Grundstrom, Catherine-Regis 
Green, Katherine Derrenbacher, Norm Lydell, 
Marc Alpaugh, Andrew Coccagnia, Lauren 
Scharf, and Marge Switala–see what I mean? 
These talented individuals, and others, remain 
part of my village. From a broader perspective, I 
thank my literal village: the City of Jamestown. 
The Jamestown Marching Band is a beloved 
part of     our community, and we all work 
together to create Raider Pride. I thank 
everyone who supports the JHS Red Raider 
Marching Band– individuals who donate time 
and resources, businesses that purchase 
advertisements, supporters who buy tickets or 
support our fundraisers. I thank the Community 
Foundation for providing music scholarships to 
me and other musicians. With so much 
community support, this incredible program 
continues to thrive and will continue to do so 
with new band members and new band leaders. 
My tenure as a member of the JHS Marching 
Band is nearly done here, and I will miss it so 
much. 

To anyone thinking about joining the 
marching band: do it! As I said five years ago, 
“Yes, it is demanding, and yes, it is exhausting, 
and yes, it is time consuming.” But, have I loved 
every minute of it? Heck, yeah, I have!

ZEBRA MUSSELS 

by James Krause 

Several years ago, as I was driving  home I 
began  to descend down Big Tree Road in 

Lakewood towards Chautauqua Lake. It’s a 
beautiful view from the top of Big Tree with a huge 
section of Chautauqua Lake visible from up high. I 
always enjoy this scene when I coming home from 
work. But this time I was astonished to see the lake 
had turned bright lime green. It was a very unnatural 
color and I thought at first it was just the color from 
my sunglasses. So, I drove right down to the lake 
and looked out at it up close and sure enough it had 
an unnatural color. A guy standing by me even 
looked over and said, ”Ya, that looks strange!”

Thankfully that situation passed and the lake 
returned to its natural color, but that episode for the 
first time made me realize how quickly the 
ecosystem of the lake can change. As an avid user 
of our wonderful lake I was again this year struck 
by how quickly the natural environment of the lake 
can change. Last year was my first year on the lake 
with a sailboat. I docked down in Celoron and was 
frustrated when setting out by the numerous weeds 
that rose all the way to the top of the lake causing 
problems. Propellers got clogged up, some boats got 
stuck and many just had a hard time cutting through 
the sea of vegetation. When I pulled the boat out for 
the season I discovered the main culprit for the 
weeds, namely Zebra Mussels which were covering 
almost anything that was submerged in the water, 
including my rudder.

 
 
                  Zebra Mussels  
 Zebra Mussels are an invasive species which 
have invaded most fresh water systems in North 
America. They attach themselves to almost anything 
and sit there and suck all the algae out of the water 
for food. This leaves the water much more clear, 

Outside Life: Get Out 
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which allows sunlight to penetrate deep into the 
water and promotes the growth of those pesky 
weeds. Much to my surprise this year, the weeds 
were gone! I was happy about this, but also curious. 
So as the year went on I took notice of the amount 
of algae I could see in the water. And compared to 
previous years the water was much more green and 
cloudy. As the season wore on I began to look for 
Zebra Mussels and could not find any in the usual 
places. There were none on my propeller or rudder, 
nor on any other submerged platforms. 
         This seemed utterly opposed to everything I 
had heard about the sturdy Zebra Mussels, which I 
had come to believe were totally resistant to any 
attempts to eradicate them. Yet, here it seems they 
had been dealt a set-back. So, what happened? In 
order to investigate I contacted several experts on 
Chautauqua Lake and other fresh water New York 
sites. 
          

 
            Mr. Krause’s Sailboat on Chautauqua Lake  

 Dr. Greg Boyer, the director of the Great 
Lakes Research Consortium, theorized that, 
“something like herbicides that were added to the 
lake to prevent macrophyte growth inhibited the 
mussels also, which when they died off caused the 
water to become cloudy.” But he is not sure, as he 
has not directly studied the issue. Douglas Conroe 
Executive Director/COO of the Chautauqua Lake 
Association said that, “Chautauqua Lake has 
presented some perplexing issues in 2022. Water 
clarity is one aspect.  The north and south basins 

have behaved differently than usual. The north 
stayed clear/relatively clear all season through 
today.  It normally greens-up late in the season.” He 
added that the south part of the lake “turned green 
earlier than usual.  It was officially a harmful algal 
bloom starting at the beginning of July and 
continuing.  The repeated use of herbicide is 
believed to be a major affecting factor in the 
greening – not necessarily the direct cause but a 
player that process.” He then added the interesting 
fact that, “Zebras have varied in sizes over the 
years.  Recent years have exhibited very small 
ones.  A decade ago that was not the situation.  This 
year we did receive a report of a person suffering a 
foot cut due to zebra contact by Chautauqua 
Institution.” 
          

 

 Associate Professor Kim Schulz, a Zebra 
Mussel expert in the SUNY system, explain that in 
“shallow eutrophic lakes, (like Chautauqua) shifts 
from macrophyte/plant dominance to algal blooms 
as two alternate states are pretty typical. Since the 
zebra mussels can promote this shift to macrophytes 
(by increasing light penetration), any factor that 
reduced your mussels may have tipped the balance 



toward more algae and fewer plants this past year.” 

 
        
                                       

She also added the interesting point that, 
“It's also quite possible that factor might be that you 
have gotten round gobies invading your lake, and 
they are consuming the zebra mussels.” While this 
has not been established yet it is a real possibility. 
Ms. Schulz added that, “In many lakes, gobies have 
consumed large numbers of zebra mussels and that 
has reduced their numbers (and altered light 
penetration).  Unfortunately, this invader also is 
often a vector for VHSV (viral hemorrhagic 
septicemia virus), which can cause high mortality 
for many other fishes, so it's not a good way to 
control the mussels, but it could be responsible for 
your decline in zebra mussels and the concomitant 
decrease in plants.” 
 We will have to wait until next year to see if 
the Zebra Mussels have indeed been reduced. But it 
looks like that this point something has made their 
population go down. And while I am happy that the 
weeds have disappeared, I just hope that there is not 
some other more serious problem ahead like 
poisonous algae or a virus that kills off a large 
number of fish. Eco systems are always changing 
and Chautauqua Lake is a body of water that has all 
sorts of factors influencing the life of the organicism 
that exist inside of it. 

What’s Up With The 
Bathroom Situation? 

By Lukeus Swartz 

       One big  problem with the school’s bathrooms 
is that they're being vandalized. Kids are writing on 
the walls and stalls of the bathroom. They are going 
in there just to abuse the power and then abuse 
everything else in there. I have personally seen a lot 
of kids in the bathroom smoking and I could 
honestly say the school  could definitely do a better 
job at catching them because they are doing it in 
plain sight. Kids are also getting toilet paper to clog 
the toilet.  I've seen pens, and pencils in the toilets, 
too. Probably one of the biggest issues, especially 
for men, is that the freshmen have been destroying 
the bathrooms by peeing on the seats; breaking the 
soap dispensers, and toilet paper dispensers.. 

Another issue with the bathrooms is that 
sometimes there are eight to fifteen students in one 
bathroom. We end up waiting for a bathroom stall to 
open up to then hear the bell ring so we are late and  
get marked down as tardy. 

These problems could be easily solved, in 
my opinion. Just get workers to monitor the 
bathroom.  Then make sure kids are not going in 
there just to talk and do other miscellaneous things. 
It would be someone like a custodian or other staff 
member so then they know for sure nothing truly 
bad is going on in the Jamestown high schools 
bathrooms. Another way to make kids stop from 
talking and chatting to each other in the bathrooms 
is to make them gender neutral bathrooms that are 
one seat and a sink with soap.  That might give the 
kids less incentive to act up if there was no one to 

show off in front of. 
There are different 
ways to stop these 
incidents from 
happening and I think 
the best is a monitor in 

the bathroom. 

School Life 



Hygiene by John Smith, Jr.  
Let me tell you a story. When I was a little younger, during my middle school years to be exact, I had very poor hygiene. I felt more alone than I ever had before and I had grades that were mediocre at best and my hygiene was the last thing on my mind.  I hardly showered or brushed my teeth, only spraying on a small cloud of body spray each morning. In short, I was stinky. Now, you might be asking why would I tell you something so grody, well, to be frank I’m not the only person who attends this high school who has had issues with hygiene, and I would like to 
contribute to putting an end to these issues, not only to relieve our nostrils, but lend a hand to those students who may have a disagreeable odor.  

 Let’s take a moment and look at 
ourselves: Have you ever judged someone 
because of the way they smelled? Behind their 
back, or to their face? Or even in your head? 
We don’t contribute anything but negativity to 
these people's lives by being judgmental; you 
never know what people have going on in their 
lives; furthermore,  there are countless things 
they could be struggling with at home, and 
taking care of themselves each day might not 
even be a possibility. Chautauqua County is a 
low income area. Some families are barely 
scraping by and do not have the money to buy 
deodorant or cologne or body spray.  Some 
people can’t even afford hot water for their 
showers. If you really think about it, going into 
school each day smelling fresh is a privilege, 
one some of your fellow students may not have 
right now. So think twice before you talk bad 
about how someone smells and stand up for the 
less fortunate whenever you see them being put 
down.  When speaking with Bonnie Schnars, 
our —---who has had plenty of experience with 
this issue, she said, “We lack compassion for 
our fellow students who may have a 
disagreeable odor, never considering the 
situations that may have led to things being 
this way.”  I myself am guilty of this, but I'm 
working on being better than that, and I hope 
this article will push people to do the same. 

 Now, you might be asking yourself, 
“How do we get these kids the resources they 
need?” And the answer is right here in our high 
school! The JHS Closet, run by Bonnie Schnars, 
is a spectacular local resource for students in 
need of not only products that promote better 
hygiene, but items such as clothes and shoes. I 
spoke with Miss Schnars about the closet, and 
other issues previously mentioned. First, I 
asked her how often the closet is used, she told 
me it’s used everyday, but even so, she stated,  
“It probably could be used a lot more than it 
is.” If you know someone who could use this 
resource, please spread the word. When 
discussing things further we came upon the 
topic of the confidentiality of students who use 

the closet.  Schnars said the following,  “I don’t 
put kids' names out there. I don't want kids to 
be embarrassed that they need something”. 
With the JHS Closet, Bonnie Schnars provides 
a safe, confidential environment for students in 
need.  Don’t be afraid to pay it a visit whenever 
you are in need. Miss Schnars is located in 
room 110, and the closet is located in room 
312. 

I hope talking about this subject will promote 
less insults and judgment and more 
compassion and outreach to those who need it. 

     
 Halloween Is the Best       
Holiday!            
 Halloween is a holiday that started 
as a religious celebration to welcome the 
harvest at the end of summer and has now 
become people’s second most popular 
holiday of the year. Now, personally, I 
think Halloween should be the first best 
holiday but, before I get into why, here are 
some fun facts and a little history on our 
spookiest month. 
 The tradition 
of Halloween 
originated almost 
2,000 years ago 
with the ancient 
Celtic festival of 



Samhain, when people would light 
bonfires and wear costumes to ward off 
ghosts. The day marked the end of 
summer and the harvest, the beginning of 
the dark, cold winter. It was a time of year 
that was often associated with human 
death.
   The Celts believed that 
on the night before the 
new year, the boundary 
between the world of the 
living, our world, and that 
of the dead, would become 
blurred. This means that 
ghosts and the dead would 
be able to pass over to the 
world of the living. It was believed that on 
October 31st, the day they celebrated 
Samhain, the ghost of the dead returned to 
earth. 
 

Now. You’re probably thinking, 
“Well it makes sense that Halloween is 
only the second best holiday since 
Christmas is actually the best holiday.” 
And maybe you’re right. But, there are a 
lot of reasons as to why Halloween should 
be the best holiday. For starters, unless 
you’re a cosplayer, when will it be socially 
acceptable to dress up in a costume, or 
costumes, all month? Never. See, you 
can’t dress up as anything besides one of 
the Clauses, a reindeer or an elf for 

Christmas. Not much variety in your 
costume selections. You could dress up as 
quite literally anything in October and on 
Halloween. You could even dress up as 
Santa Claus and I wouldn't care. Why? 
Because it's Halloween. Now, if you were 
to dress up as, let's say…Jack Skelington 
for Christmas, people would think there 
was something wrong with you. Let’s be 
honest here, everyone loves to dress up in 
their little costumes and get ready doing 
the fun makeup and face paint that’ll scare 
away most, if not all, the children that 
come to your door. You don't even have to 

be scary, you can look cute too.
   Halloween also has 
some of the best movies and 
songs and no!, The Nightmare 
Before Christmas is not and 
will not be a Christmas movie. 
There are so many great 
Halloween  movies like the 
Halloween series, Hocus 
Pocus, The Conjuring, Smile, 

Friday the 13th, Child’s Play. They’re all 
really good and well-known movies, and 
you can’t tell me you don't know about 
Ghost Busters. And don’t even get me 
started on the songs. Thriller by Michael 



Jackson, Witch Doctor by David Seville, 
Monster Mash by Bobby Pickett, I Put A 
Spell On You by Bette Midler, 
Ghostbusters by Ray Parker Jr. Honestly if 
I don’t stop now I could go on for hours. 
The point is, Halloween has better movies 
and music.
      And do not forget about the free 
candy!! People love free things, especially 
candy. As long as you check your candy to 
make sure it's edible, you’ll be fine. You 
don’t even have to buy the candy to hand 
it out, you can just buy it and then eat it at 
home. This time of year, stores go ham on 
the candy. They drop the prices and you 
can get a big bag of mini kit-kats for like 3 
dollars, that’s an extra two dollars you are 
saving. 
  Of course there’s the trick-or-treating. 
Now while that’s fun and all, I really want 
to move on to the decorations. Have you 
ever seen houses that have giant spiders on 
them? Yeah, those are the houses I’m 
trying to see. Christmas houses are nice 
and all, but they don't have giant spiders 
on top of them, cob-webs all over the front 
of the house or skeletons and zombies 
peeking around corners. I especially like 
the haunted houses, the ones you can go in 
with all the smoke and scary pop-ups. 
Those are good houses. And of course we 
can't forget about pumpkin carving or 
walking around a maze full of scarily 
realistic people in costumes trying to give 
you a heart attack for an hour, that is also 
very fun. How often do you hear someone 
screaming or clinging onto you because 
they saw an elf poke out of a bush? Not 
often, and you can’t tell me you have 
because you haven’t. 

   Finally, the way the leaves on the tree’s 
change from green to those  pretty fiery 
orange reds and golden yellows, it’s 
stunning. Sure, raking them isn't fun but 
I’m sure you’d rather rake a bunch of 
leaves over shoveling a pile of snow. Plus, 
the weather is great. It’s not cold, or 
atleast, not as much as it is in December, 
and you won’t slip or fall on ice. 

This is why I think Halloween should be 
the number one holiday over Christmas. 

       
          



Do you like to write? 

Do you have a story to 
report? 

Are you interested in 
school events and local 
issues? 

Do you like to take 
photos? 

Do you like computers? 

JHS Free Press Wants You!!!

See Mr. Krause or 
Ms. Pirrello for info!
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